COURSE OUTLINE
(1) GENERAL

SCHOOL | School of Humanities
ACADEMIC UNIT | Department of Mediterranean Studies
LEVEL OF STUDIES | Undergraduate

COURSE CODE | E-4 | SEMESTER | 6
COURSE TITLE | Searching for the Divine in Ancient Egypt
WEEKLY
INDEPENDENT TEACHING ACTIVITIES TEACHING CREDITS
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PREREQUISITE | None
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IS THE COURSE | --------—----
OFFERED TO
ERASMUS
STUDENTS
COURSE WEBSITE | https://eclass.aegean.gr/
(URL)

(2) LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of the course students should be capable to:

v" important aspects of the Egyptian belief system,

v' the contemporary findings of research on the analysis of the way in which ancient
societies operate and behave in matters of faith, worship and social ideology,

v the archaeology of the ancient Egyptian religion,

v the magical phenomenon in ancient Egypt and the materiality of magic

v" the movements of religious ideas, cults and symbols in the multicultural environment
of the southeastern Mediterranean during the 2" and 1° millennia BCE,

v the religious syncretism and the devotional osmosis of the native pharaonic tradition
with the Greek religious practice in Greco-Roman Egypt,

v' the recruitment and transformation of the Egyptian religious tradition from the
philosophical streams of Late Antiquity,

v' the basic principles of philosophical and technical Hermetism and the possible
Egyptian influences on it;

v" the methodology of study and analysis of primary textbooks and historical sources;

v" the methodology of study and evaluation of the multi-level character of the Egyptian
religious tradition.



https://eclass.aegean.gr/

(3) SYLLABUS

The course examines the character and semantics of ancient Egyptian religion and ritual
practice, as well as the subsequent effects on the magical-religious and philosophical tradition
of Late Antiquity in the Mediterranean. It analyzes the symbolism of the Egyptian ritual praxis
and the religious dramaturgy, emphasizes the interrelated relationship of magic with the
religious system of thought and behavior of ancient Egyptians and describes Egyptian moral
ideology and burial practices. Particular emphasis is given on the evolution of Pharaonic
religion during the Greco-Roman period and the contribution of Greek worldview and
theology to the development of a particular religious conviction in the multicultural
environment of the Hellenistic world. It outlines the image and meaning of an "other" Egypt
as a geopolitical space in which the conditions for the dialectical osmosis of the theological
philosophy of Late Antiquity with native Egyptian theology are shaped.

(4) TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION

DELIVERY | Face-to-face

USE OF INFORMATION AND | Use of the e-class platform

COMMUNICATIONS
TECHNOLOGY
TEACHING METHODS Activity Semester workload
Lectures 39 wpec (1.56 ECTS)
Study hours 108 wpeg (4.32 ECTS)
Final Exams 3 wpeg (0.12 ECTS)
Course total 150 wpeg (6 ECTS)

STUDENT PERFORMANCE | Summative evaluation

EVALUATION | short-answer questions
open-ended questions

Evaluation procedure is stated on the e-class platform
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- Websites of relevant interest:

v

v

SS

ABZU (http://www.etana.org/abzubib)

[an index of internet ANE resources]

TRISMEGISTOS (http://www.trismegistos.org/)

[an interdisciplinary portal of papyrological and epigraphical resources]

Propylaesum: Virtuelle Fachbibliothek Altertumswissenschaften
(http://www.propylaeum.de/aegyptologie)

[a central point for studying the ancient world)]

Iconography of Deities and Demons in the Ancient Near East
(http://www.religionswissenschaft.uzh.ch/idd/index.php)

Perseus Digital Library [http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/]

Aegean Egyptology http://www.aegeanegyptology.gr
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